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modern slang phrase to operate upon; he begins a sentence
with ofttimes, and ends it with a grammatical blunder; aspires
to albeit, and achieves howbeit. Our list begins with the educated
specimens, but lower down the reader will find several in-
stances of this fatal incongruity of style; fatal, because the
culprit proves himself unworthy of what is worthless. For the
vilest of trite archaisms has this latent virtue, that it might be
worse; to use it, and by using it to make it worse, is to court
derision.
A coiner or a smuggler shall get off tolerably well.—lamb.
The same circumstance may make one person laugh, which sliall
render another very serious.—lamb.
You shall hear the same persons say that George Barnwell is very
natural, and Othello is very natural.—lamb.
Don Quixote shall last you a month for breakfast reading.—
Spectator.
Take them as they come, you shall find in the common people a surly
indifference.—emerson.
The worst of making a mannerism of this shall is that, after
the first two or three times, the reader is certain to see it
coming; for its function is nearly always the same—to bring
in illustrations of a point already laid down.
Some of us, like Mr. Andrew Lang for instance, cannot away with a
person who does not care for Scott or Dickens.—Spectator.
One needs not praise their courage.—emerson.
What turn things are likely to take if this version be persisted in is
a matter for speculation.—Times.
If Mr. Hobhouse's analysis of the vices of popular government be
correct, much more would seem to be needed.—Times.
Mr. Bowen has been, not recalled, but ordered to Washington, and
will be expected to produce proof, if any he have, of his charges
against Mr. Loomis.—Times.
It were futile to attempt to deprive it of its real meaning.—Times.
It were idle to deny that the revolutionary movement in Russia is
nowhere followed with keener interest than in this country.—Times.
It were idle to deny that coming immediately after the Tangier
demonstration it assumes special and unmistakable significance.—Times.
He is putting poetic 'frills', if the phrase be not too mean, on what is
better stated in the prose summary of the argument.—Times.

